
Obedience Club of Palm Beach County

Lead Lines
July 2024

Officers
President Betty Gansky
Vice President Lodge Weber
Treasurer Fran Smith
Recording Secretary Celeste Platte

Board Members at Large
Scott Adams Sr., June Feigenblatt,
Tracey Guziejka

Training Coordinators
Agility Leslie Granville-Smith
Nose Work Judy McPartland
Obedience June Feigenblatt
Rally Scott T Adams Sr.
Tracking Diana Johnson-Ford

Points of Contact
Lead Lines
leadlines.otcpbc@gmail.com

Social Media
kellmcd222@gmail.com

Titles Earned
otcpbc.djf@outlook.com

Volunteer Hours
otcvolunteerhours@gmail.com

Club Information
P: 561-841-4040
A: 1250 Gateway Rd. Lake Park FL
W: otcpbc.org
E: otcpbc@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

July
Rally Show n Go - 7/14 @OTC Judge Marni
Bellavia

Rally Trial - 7/20 & 7/21 @ OTC Judges Saturday:
Louann Currey, Sunday: Brenda Critelli

August
Membership Meeting - 8/5 @7pm via Zoom Call

Therapy Dog International Test - 8/8 @ OTC
Evaluator Lindsey Smith

Agility - 8/16-8/18 @ Bratty Paws Judge Jill Roberts

Obedience Show n Go - 8/25 @ OTC Judges Carol
Utility - Ann Klein, Open - David McKennan,
Novice - Betty Gansky, Beginner Novice - Diane
Sedberry

September
Membership Meeting - 9/9 @7pm via Zoom Call

October
Obedience Show n Go - 10/6 @ OTC Judges TBD

NACSW ORT - 10/13 @ OTC CO Judy McPartland
Judge Marti Hohmann

Obedience Show n Go - 10/27 @ OTC Judges TBD

Event premiums are or will be posted to
otcpbc.org and akc.org as they become available.

As always volunteers are needed for all club
events and are the key to successful trials. Please
contact the event chair as listed in the premium if
you are interested in helping at an event.



Meeting Minutes
General Membership Meeting Minutes – Via Zoom Meeting

Monday, April 8, 2024, 7:00 PM

Board Members Present: Betty Gansky, Steve Campbell, Fran Smith, Scott T. Adams, Sr.,
Nancy Honchar, Tracey Guziejka. Celeste Platte: Absent

Call to order.

Approval of the minutes from the January 8, 2024 meeting as amended to
include a full list of the honorary members. 1st: Scott Adams. 2nd Angel Andrews - Motion
approved.

Reports:
President – Betty Gansky. Betty welcomed all the members present. The first time since
COVID started. Wanted to remind everyone to volunteer. Training will be supplied.
Vice President – Steve Campbell. No Report
Treasurer – Fran Smith. Fran went over the financial statements handed out to the
members present. The club’s long time Certified Public Account (CPA) has retired. Prior to
his retirement, he recommended a new firm which OTCPBC has contracted with.
Secretary – Celeste Platte. Absent
Obedience Coordinator – Nancy Honchar. Fit Dog has been added to the schedule.
Enjoyed by all. A seminar for frisbee throwing is in the process of being set up.
There will be a two- and half-hour seminar on May 19 (9am – 11:30 AM) on how to
effectively and confidently steward at obedience trials. The speakers are judges Ron and
Lucie Seeley. Trial Secretary trainees are still needed for obedience and rally trials. Contact
Celeste Platte (561-628-1144) for more information.
Rally Coordinator – Steve Campbell – A trial secretary and trial chair are needed for the
July rally trial. The rally trials are very successful and fill up quickly once the premium is
posted.
Agility Coordinator – Barbara Bounds – Up-date Barbara Bounds has submitted her
resignation as Agility Director due to health reasons.
Scent Coordinator – Judy McPartland – There are five scent classes ongoing. There are
three on Tuesday and two on Saturday.
Tracking Coordinator – Diana Johnson Ford – NO REPORT
Webmaster – Judy McPartland – NO REPORT

New Business:
● Amember requested that the poop bags be kept out in the dispenser all the time,

not just at events. After some discussion, it was agreed to give it a try again. If the
club experiences vandalism again, as it during COVID, the issue will be revisited.
The combo to open the box is: 454. The key to open the dispenser is clearly
marked & inside the metal box.

Maintenance:
● Shed for Scent Work - The City of Lake Park now requires all permit requests to be

submitted online. The City rejected the permit due to insurance concerns by the
city. Betty will call another shed company and see if they can pull a permit from



the City. Another option in place of the shed would be a shipping container. This
container can be painted according to the owner’s preference. They can have
open doors or roll up doors. These containers can be designed to be anything the
owner wants. These containers are more secure than sheds.

● Roof Maintenance- The roof will be inspected this April, as it is every year. This will
not disrupt the classes.

● Nozzle Nolan will be inspecting the sheds for termites. The membership will be
notified if treatment is planned.

● There is a florescent light out in the back room. However, since florescent lights
are very hard to come by these days, the unit will be replaced with an LED light.

Old Business:
Membership Applications
Second Reading of Membership Applications:
Leslie Granville-Smith 6439 Parkview Drive, Boca Raton, FL 33433 Phone: 561-289-3723,
email: WestieHope1@aol.com, Agility, Obedience, Rally, Barn Hunt Breed: Westies, shelties,
Sponsors: Betty Gansky, Peggy DeMinico

CONGRATULATIONS TO Leslie on their membership acceptance.

Agility Coordinator Appointment
The president has appointed Leslie Granville-Smith as new Agility Coordinator. The Board
of Directors have approved this appointment.

Next Membership Meeting
June 3rd, 7PM Via Zoom

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Celeste Platte, Secretary

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes – Via Zoom Meeting
Monday, May 6, 2024, 7:00 PM

Board Members Present: Betty Gansky, Fran Smith, Scott T. Adams, Sr., Nancy Honchar,
Tracey Guziejka, Celeste Platte
Coordinators Present: Judy McPartland. ABSENT: Leslie Granville-Smith, Diana Johnson
Ford

Reports:
President – Betty Gansky. Gansky The agility went well and earned a very nice profit.
Vice President – NO REPORT
Treasurer – Fran Smith. Quick Books is offering a monthly subscription. However, for the
club’s use, currently it is not something that would be used. The treasurer recommended
not purchasing the subscription. The Board approved.
Secretary – Celeste Platte. Absent
Obedience Coordinator – Nancy Honchar. Class schedules are full to the end of the year.
Notice to the membership about the upcoming Stewards Seminar will be sent to the
membership again.
Rally Coordinator – Scott Adams. – The two current Saturday Rally classes have ended.
The next Saturday class will start in five weeks. June 15. This will be an Excellent rally class.
Agility Coordinator – Leslie Granville-Smith – NO REPORT



Scent Coordinator – Judy McPartland – NO REPORT
Tracking Coordinator – Diana Johnson Ford – NO REPORT
Webmaster – Judy McPartland – NO REPORT

New Business:
● New Board Member appointment MOTION to approve the appointment of Lodge

Weber as Vice President to fill the position vacated midterm. 1 st Platte 2 nd
Adams. MOTION APPROVED

● Insurance Representative - Guziejka. The club’s insurance representative will be
inspecting the building soon. This is a yearly requirement by the insurance
company.

● Trash pickup – Guziejka . After speaking with the City of Lake Park, it was
discovered that there is trash pickup two times a week, instead of one time as the
club believed. ANYONE AT THE BUILDING SUNDAY, PEASE TAKE THE GARBAGE
CAN OUT TO THE CURB. THIS ALSO APPLIES TO ANYONE TRAINING ON
WEDNESDAY. PLEASE MOVE THE CAN TO THE CURB. If any member sees the
trash can empty at the curb, return it to its position by the fence. Thank you all.

● Alternative to Shed Purchase – Smith. A lot of the things that are used for the
scent trials could go into a rented storage space. The facility will be climate
controlled. Prime Storage, about a mile from the club, is being considered. Prices
will be confirmed and sent to the Board for approval.

● Rally move ups – Not allowing move ups on the day of trial was discussed. Move
ups for the next day’s trials would be accepted. The decision will be left to the
discretion of the Rally Chair and Secretary.

● Time frame for cancellation of trials– Gansky NOT DISCUSSED

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Celeste Platte, Secretary

General Membership Meeting Minutes – Via Zoom Meeting
Monday, June 3, 2024, 7:00 PM

Board Members Present: Betty Gansky, Lodge Weber, Celeste Platte, Fran Smith, Scott T.
Adams, Sr., Tracey Guziejka, June Feienblatt

Call to order.

Approve the Minutes Approve published in Lead Lines 1 st Marni Bellavi 2 nd Cyndi Porter
Motion approved.

Reports:
President – Betty Gansky. Gave a report on the income from the various events since the
beginning of the year.
Vice President – Lodge Weber. Great Show &amp; Go on Sunday, June 2
Treasurer – Fran Smith. Fran gave a report on the finances of the club’s finances,
Secretary – Celeste Platte. The June Obedience Trial has the largest entries since
pre-pandemic days
Obedience Coordinator – June Feigenblatt. Getting to know the system. So far so good.
Rally Coordinator – Scott T Adams, Sr. Classes are scheduled. The rally Show and Go is



scheduled. The trial for July is set. Diana Johnson Ford said she would be available to be
the Rally trial secretary for November 2024.
Agility Coordinator – NO REPORT
Scent Coordinator – Judy McPartland. A new storage unit on Water Tower Road was
rented for the scent equipment. An Odor Recognition Test is scheduled for October 13,
2024. A NACSW trial will be at St Lucie County Fairgrounds, Ft. Pierce, the last weekend in
April. The application has been submitted. No levels are known at this time.
Tracking Coordinator – Diana Johnson Ford – NO REPORT
Webmaster – Judy McPartland. New people are learning to input information.

New Business:
● Chairs and crates in the crate room – Gansky. Everyone should have received an

email to remove all personal chairs and crates by the end of June. The instructors
can leave their equipment if they are continuously teaching.

● Red Ants. A treatment was done in the front yard and the practice field
● Insurance Cover for building – Guziejka. Hurricane preparation plans: The awning

is removed. Tommy (out lawn maintenance) places sandbags around the doors.
The bags are kept in the shed.

● The roof was inspected. Just a few screws were needed. After hurricane season,
the crew will return to discuss more about the roof.

● Diana – All the large agility equipment is put in the shed. There is nothing that
would be in the field for most of the hurricane season. The Agility Coordinator
should be called if equipment needs to be moved. There are specific ways each
piece needs to be disassembled.

● Insurance on the building: The club has General Liability/personal injury, and
theft/crime coverage. The club does not carry wind insurance as it is cost
prohibitive.

● Club Air Conditioners – Two of the four air conditioners have been replaced over
the last two years. They receive regular maintenance.

● Agility Equipment needs to be refurbished. Johnson-Ford. A request will be made
for some new equipment to accommodate the puppies we have registering. Also,
some of the current equipment needs to be refurbished. The Agility Coordinator
will be overseeing that work.

● Show and Goes - Jim Pirko has agreed to do the scheduling sheets and send them
out to those entered. Jim will coordinate the Show and Go for the end of June 30.
A show and go at the end of August, August 25, before DOCOF. An email will be
sent out to the membership asking for volunteers for the upcoming event.

● Plans are being made to have on-line volunteer signs for the different events the
club holds. When that is in place, the Secretary will send out the information to
the membership.

● Drill Class – Drop-in class will start 6/21 11:30 AM. Other dates right now are 6/28
and 7/12. More dates are planned to be added after these classes. The charge is $10
cash, exact change paid at the time you arrive. No pre-registration is needed. Just
show up.

● Termites Tracey – The Club has canceled its contract with Nozzle Nolen due to
inconsistent scheduling. A contract has been signed with Southeast Florida Pest
Control (Southeast). Southeast inspected the building and found remnants of
termites on the south side of the building. The problem has been caught early.
Local treatment is all that is needed. When scheduled, the membership will be
notified of the building closure during treatment.

● Club Christmas Dinner – Cindy Ponga has agreed to coordinate the club’s
Christmas dinner at Buongiorno Restaurant on Northlake Blvd. More information
as the time grows closer.



Membership Applications
Second Reading
Nila Wilbur 1144 Devonshire Way, Palm Beach Gardens, FL33418 Breed: Biewer Terrier
email: nilaron@aol.com, Sponsors: Barbara Bounds, Lynda Bowes

CONGRATULATIONS being voted into membership Nila!

First Reading
Karen Baker Jupiter, FL 33478 Breed: Flat Coat Receivers, All Americans Sponsors: Mary
Ann Hamzy, Scott T Adams, Sr.

Next Meeting
September 9 via Zoom

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting. 1 st Cinda Ponga. 2 nd
Storey Wenger

Respectfully submitted,
Celeste Platte, Secretary



Kudos & Thank Yous
March 2024 Show and Go

I wanted to thank everyone for helping with the Show n Go. My first experience with
the inner workings was a lot of fun. It puts a different perspective on the event when
you see it from beginning to end. The reference Nancy produced was very helpful. It
has a timeline and tasks to be done. I referred to it many times. I would suggest
adding post event instructions like how to handle the volunteer sign in sheet and
maybe follow up email.

Nancy thank you for your patience responding to so many emails. It is always a
pleasure to interact with you. Your ease and grace are contagious. Let me know the
next time I can help with this.

Thank you Karen for taking on the ring. When our veteran chief ring steward had to
withdraw due to an emergency, you reached out and volunteered, and it was very
helpful.

Diane, you were proactive with coordinating the judge runs. When we had an
emergency, you had it covered in minutes, thanks to Bob's almost immediate
response, something like 'anything anytime'. The problem was solved before I
finished typing an email.

David thankfully healed in time to make a smooth transition for the judges to have
time and space to connect with their dogs and get effective training done.

June took care of novice and should get extra credit for being her own steward. You
made yourself available throughout the day, ready to help, repeating 'I am here if you
need me'.

Thank you Jeff for stepping in to time the sits and downs so all the trainers could
take advantage of the opportunity to train with so many other dogs in the ring. And
thank you Betty for working when you were supposed to be playing and dealing with
the last minute entry fees.

Thank you everyone for everything!
Jim Pirko

April 2024 Show and Go
A huge thank you to our volunteers who helped make our April Obedience Show N Go a

huge success.
Nan Johnson, Bob Vence, David McKennan, Diane Sedberry, and Carol Ann Klein-YOU ARE

THE VERY BEST!!!!
June Feigenblatt



April 2024 OTCPBC General Meeting

Cindy Ponga & I would like to thank all of those who helped set-up, tear-down
& clean-up at the GM meeting Monday night.

A big hand to Cindy Ponga who organized the event. Cindy you did a TERRIFIC
job as usual!

To my husband Jeff who cooked all of the burgers & hot dogs & Mike Gosnell
who assisted.

All those involved in set-up/tear-down & clean-up: Rose Seibeneck, Lodge
Weber, Storey Wenger, Donna Kornmeyer, Libby Vasiliou, Lane Carlee, Leslie
Granville-Smith, Karen Bath, Char Czermann & Karen Jones.
Last but not least a big "thank you" to Kelly McDonough & Lucy Carr for the
donation of the "Hebrew National Franks" for the meeting. They were unable
to atttend but dropped them off before the meeting on Monday night.

This was the 1st in-person meeting we've had since January of 2020.

It was nice to see everyone again. It's been such a long time.

Betty Gansky
OTCPBC President & Trial Chair

May 2024 Steward Training Seminar

A BIG thank you to Ron & Luci Seeley who gave a Steward's seminar at the club on
Sunday May 19th. The event was well-attended & lots of questions/answers were
addressed!

It was enjoyed & enlightening to all who attended!

Betty

Thank you to OTCPBC for the nice gift card we received for doing the seminar. We
enjoyed it and hope it helps folks to steward in the future.

Luci and Ron

May 2024 Agility Trial
Thanks to all who helped make our Agility trials at Bratty Paws a success this past
weekend! A VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO THOSE LISTED BELOW:

Oksana Syrkin: our Judge who as always did an outstanding job
Victoria MacVicar- Assistant Trial Chair - for being my right-hand-woman -what an
asset you are
Lori Patterson - Trial Secretary - Who did her usual terrific job
Peter Liu & Barb Bodnar - Chief Course Builders -they kept things running
smoothly all weekend



Carol Perrella - Volunteer Coordinator - You once again out-did yourself all
weekend
Jeff Gansky - my husband who worked almost non-stop thru the entire trial
Susan Minix- who loaded all of the boxes of ribbons, bars, etc. at the OTC & brought
it all over to Bratty Paws. The good news is that we are leaving everything at
Bratty Paws until the end of our August trials.

Another BIG Thanks to the members of Treasure Coast who were always helping
out.

A big "thank you" to Victoria MacVicar & Carol Perella who helped me set-up all of
the ribbons on Thursday evening.

Another "big thanks" to all who stepped up-to-the plate to keep the trials running
smoothly. I ALWAYS appreciate your help!

If I missed anyone it was because I'm still in a "brain-fog" it wasn't done
intentionally!

As I've said in the past "it takes a village" & once again a village "stepped-up"!. I
couldn't have done it without all of you!

Betty

June 2024 OTCPBC Show and Go
We had a terrific Show & Go today. It wasn't over until 5 PM.

A very big THANK YOU to: June Feigenblatt. Nan Johnson, Lodge Weber, Carol
Ann Klein, Diane Sedberry, Bob Vence, David McKennan who all did a GREAT

job! I received quite a few "thank you's" from the exhibitors.

Betty



Brags
Fate did REALLY well
at the
Jupiter/Tequesta
Obedience trials held
3/16-3/17/24. She
earned her 24th UDX
leg on Saturday as
well as High
Combined & her OM3
title with scores of 196
1/2 in Open B & 193 1/2
in Utility B.

On Sunday she won
High in Trial after a
run-off with a Sheltie with another score of 196 1/2 in Open B.

Fate is my "performance dog of a lifetime" as wll as my beloved
companion & friend!

She also earned an invite for the 3rd year straight to the NOI
(National Obedience Championship) in Ohio. - Betty & Fate

Aura celebrated her first birthday on
April 21st. It's hard to believe I've had
her for almost 9 months.

She's a VERY active girl! It amazed
me I could get her to sit with a bow
in her hair for a quick photo!

Happy Birthday "Little Girl"! I hope
we have many more years together!

Betty



We went to Bratty Paws last
weekend (May 3rd-5th) where
I was Trial Chair of OTC's 3
day Agility trials.

Fate OUT-DID herself by
earning a Triple Q on both
Friday & Saturday. On
Saturday she earned her XFP
(Excellent Fast Preferred title
as well! On Sunday she took
1st place in T2B. By that time
I don't know who was more
worn-out Fate or me! She
went off-course in Standard &
went over-time for the 1st
time ever (but clean) in Jumper's on Sunday.

The most amazing thing is she has not had an Agility class since April '23!

She truly is my "dog of a lifetime" & I'm enjoying every minute I have with her!

Betty & Fate aka Silktree's Destiny's Child, BN, UDX2, OM3, RAE, XFP, MJP2, MXP

Fate (the Yorkie wonder
dog) earned two more

double Q's at OTC's
Agility trials at "Bratty

Paws" in Punta Gorda the
weekend of June

14th-16th bringing her
total of double Q's up to
12. It's hard to believe

that Fate has not had an
Agility lesson since April

'23!

Fate was the cover-girl on photographer Rich Knecht's Facebook in this photo where she
is riding down the teeter during T2B on Friday 6/14.

Betty & Fate UDX2, OM3, RAE, XFP, MJBP, MXP,T2BP



Sandy & Kevin earned their PACH & PAX title at our Agility trial at Bratty Paws on Friday
5/3.

It was EXTRA special since Sandy & Joe are moving to South Carolina on May 27th. Sandy
was a member/ instructor for Rally as well as other classes at OTC. Her great husband Joe

always pitched in and helped whenever he could.

We will miss both of you as well as your "kids"! Best wishes to all of you!

Please keep in touch!

-Betty



Congratulations to Monte on
earning the Rally Advanced
Title at OTCPBC!

He performed so well, especially
after not trialing in Rally for
over a year.

Scott Adams’ classes must have
been incredibly helpful.

-Brian DeCarlo

Gunner beagle earned his Rally Novice
title at OTC's May trial, with two 1st and
a 2nd place.

Our thanks to Scott and his Rally
classes!

Roirdan's Gunslinger TD RN SWN SIA

-Jane Craig



FOR SALE:

Ruffland Intermediate

I purchased it and realized it is too
big for my mini Poodle, used once.

I paid $309 and I am selling it for
$200. It is in perfect condition

Dimensions:

L 30 1/2” X W 20” X H 23”

Please contact June Feigenblatt if
interested.

GOT BRAGS, Birthdays or other announcements to share?

Email: leadlines.otcpbc@gmail.com



In May, Aries and I
attempted the virtual
NACSW skills
challenges at a level 3.

They consisted of containers
with distractors, suspended
hide, sourcing table hide and
multiple hide search on
natural surfaces.

After thoughtfully setting up each scenario,
recording and submitting them for review, we
earned the NSAM title! So proud of all her
progress in this sport!

Storey & Aries



In Memory
Ray Hookey

Our beloved member Ray Hookey passed away on Thursday, May 16, 2024

I cannot even begin to tell you what an
asset he was to OTC. When we purchased
the building in the winter of '12 it was a
great site but not suitable for us to use as a
training facility. The entire back of the
building from where the closet for the
electrical equipment is located out to the
back of the building was a warehouse.
From there forward there were cubicles
from there to the entry of where we now
have our crate room. The small kitchen
that the previous business had in place was
where we have our crate room.

Ray stepped-up-to the plate & began
working with Shawn Smith (no longer a
member) & my husband Jeff. The pictures
I've included were taken by Liese, Ray's wife
in June & July of '12.

Unfortunately there are no pictures taken
with Shawn in them. Shawn was working
as a fireman & came whenever he could.
He too did a tremendous amount of time
volunteering on his days off.

Ray moved the kitchen from the crate
room & placed it where it is now located.
It's not the same kitchen. OTC renovated
the kitchen to what it is today years later.



The team also had to ready the floors inside as well as work on the parking lot.

I just had to share what a "Godsend" Ray was to OTC. None of the three received any
monetary compensation. We paid cash for the building thanks to Buzz Taylor but there was
not a lot left over to do what needed to be done to make the building usable.

The trio volunteered endless hours/months even through the heat of the summer without
A/C to achieve this goal.

Rest in peace dear Ray. OTC could not be what it is today without your generosity, knowledge
& very hard work!

Betty

Reminder:
Next Meeting

August 8, 2024 7PM
Via Zoom



Volunteer hours



Volunteer Hour Recording: otcvolunteerhours@gmail.com


